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TTiis international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Autiiority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



This REPORT consists of a total of . 



. sheets, including this cover sheet 



Hiis report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of ^ 



sheets. 



3. Tliis report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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Intei^^^al {plication No. 
^CT/EP2003/009807 



INTERNATIO NAL PRE^|tNARY EXAMINATION REPORT 

I L Basis of the report 
1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
I I *c international application as originally filed 
the description: 

pages ^ J j2 

pages " " ~ — ^, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



pages 



, filed with the letter of 



the claims: 
pages 



pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



I 1 the drawings: 



..filed with theletter of 28.08.04 



. , filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

filed with the demand 



□ the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages ""^ ' ' — > as origmally filed 

, filed with die demand 



filed with the letter of 



I Ii!^e elements were avaJable or fimrished to this Authority in the foUoS^^^^ ^- ^■ 

U the language of a translation flmiished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23 I (b)) 
LJ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)) 

U fte_l^guage of the translation furnished for the pun30ses of international prelinrinary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

• p'l'ilt'i^l^eiZon"^^^^^^^^^ the international application, the international 

n contained in the international application in written form. 

LJ filed togetherwith the international application in computer readable form. 

LJ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

LJ furnished subsequently to this Authority in con^uter readable form. 

^ tp^^tiSTaslS'S^f.n^ -'-^ ^ not go beyond *e disclosure in the 

° b'^nSS.''"' "^'"^ " '^'^^^^ - «-«cal to the written sequence listing has 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

Z] the description, pages 

ID the claims, Nos. 

m the drawings, sheets/fig ^ 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-8 



1-8 



1-8 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

Dl: WO 90/14327 A (GAP CHEMICALS CORP) 29 November 

1990 (1990-11-29) 
D2: US-A-4 568 775 (AOSHIMA ATSUSHI ET AL) 4 

February 1986 (1986-02-04) 
D3: EP-A-0 503 394 (BASF AG) 16 September 1992 

(1992-09-16) 

1. The subject matter of the amended claim 1 is novel 
over PCT/WO90/14327 (Dl) , which is considered the . 
closest prior art, since Dl does not disclose adding 
to the start-up mixture of the polymerisation 
reactor either carboxylic acid anhydrides or the 
polymer that is to be produced by the 
polymerisation. 
PCT Article 33 (2) . 



2. The problem addressed as per Dl differs from the 

problem as per the invention of achieving a secure 
start-up of the polymerisation reactor. 
The problem addressed by Dl is the provision of a 
liquid surfactant in the form of a polymer 
comprising THF and EG. 

Dl does not therefore in any way disclose the 
present solution to the problem. 
FormPCT/IPEA/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) 
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